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known, but certain it is that on every occasion he
supported liberal opinions with a firmness and
courage that astonished those who had known him
in his earlier days.

Sir Robert undertook, in the midst of great
dangers and difficulties, to convey Lavalette out of
France. Having dressed him in the uniform of an
English officer, and obtained a passport under a
feigned name, he took him in a cabriolet past the
barriers as far as Compiegne, where a carriage was
waiting for them. They passed through sundry
examinations at the fortified towns, but fortunately
escaped ; the great difficulty being that, owing to
Lavalette's having been the director of the posts,
his countenance was familiar to almost all the post-
masters who supplied relays of horses. At Cambray
three hours were lost, from the gates being shut, and
at Valenciennes they underwent three examinations ;
but eventually they got out of France.

The police, however., became acquainted with the
fact that Lavalette had been concealed in the Rue
du Helder for three days, at the apartments of Mr.
Bruce; and this enabled them to trace all the cir-
cumstances, showing that it was at the apartments
of Hutchinson that Lavalette had changed his
dress, and that he had remained there the night
before he quitted Paris. The consequence was that
Sir Uobert Wilson, Bruce, and Hutchinson were
tried for aiding the escape of a prisoner; and each
of them was condemned to three months' imprison-
ment : the under-gaoler, who had evidently been
well paid for services rendered, had two years' con-
finement allotted to him.

I went to see Sir Eobert Wilson during his stay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